VIRGINIA
STANDARDS OF LEARNING ASSESSMENTS

Spring 2003 Released Test

END OF COURSE
ENGLISH:
Reading/Literature and Research

Property of the Virginia Department of Education

© 2003 by the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Education, James Monroe Building, 101 N. 14th Street,
Richmond, Virginia, 23219. All rights reserved. Except as permitted by law, this material may not be reproduced or
used in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying or recording, or by any
information storage or retrieval system, without written permission from the copyright owner. Commonwealth of
Virginia public school educators may photocopy or print any portion of these Released Tests for educational purposes
without requesting permission. All others should direct their requests to the Commonwealth of Virginia Department
of Education at (804) 225-2102, Division of Assessment and Reporting.



English:

Reading/Literature and Research

DIRECTIONS
Read each passage. Then read each question about the passage. Decide which is the best answer to each
question.
SAMPLE
Salmon Run
No one has taught them how to struggle up
On this, a run of grueling, flogging odds.
Instinctive wisdom and a will to rise
Suspends their forms against the crashing flood.
5 Nothing can defeat the pounding roar as
Enraged waters battle their advance.
Clinging by a hidden will they climb,
Stubborn, tireless, faithful as a dream.
Ascending higher regions of the stream.
A What does this poem describe? B Lines 8 and 9 utilize —
A Depression F end rhyme
B Punishment G slant (approximate) rhyme
C Regret H internal rhyme
D Determination J alliteration
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